
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Now when all the people were baptized, and when 
Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from John Slow in Kneelers: Prayers from Three Nations 

Living Christ, 
this was your decisive moment. 
Rising from the river of baptism 
you began to discover 
what it meant 
to be committed 
to the way of the servant. 
 
In your moment 
of seeing and hearing 
the Spirit was preparing you for your mission: 
you made the choice 
and took the risk 
of obedience 
and the rippling reflection of a cross rose from Jordan. 
In your baptism 
you set the pattern for us; 
help us to know, 
and discover, 
what it means 
to be committed 
to the way of the servant. 
 
May your Spirit 
open our eyes 
and ears 
that we may become 
partners of your mission; 
and in obedience, 
take up the cross and follow you. Amen. 

 
OUR LITURGIST for January is Peter DuBois. Our Youth Reader today is Rori VanderKuip. 
 
THE FLOWERS IN WORSHIP are given in memory of Elizabeth and William McGurrin by the 
Sharke/McGurrin family. 
 
CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM  “Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” arr. by Bryan Greer  

“Twas In the Moon of Wintertime” is thought to be the earliest Christmas carol written in North America. 
Coming to Canada in the early 1600s, French Jesuit missionary, Jean de Brébeuf was struggling to bring the 
message of Jesus to the indigenous Huron people. He spent much time learning about their culture and their 
spirituality. In 1640 he wrote a poem in the Huron language about Christ’s birth using a setting familiar to the 
Huron (“a lodge of broken bark”) and images to which they could relate. Swaddling clothes became “a robe of 
rabbit skin.” Visitors to see the Holy Child took the form of “hunters” and “chiefs from afar” that brought “fox 
and beaver pelts.” These were images the Huron people understood as not only familiar but also important and 



valuable. Brébeuf wanted to represent Jesus as the “good news” to all people. He wanted to place the message 
of Jesus in their lives just where they lived them. The poem was later set to a French tune and the version that 
has come to us today in English is considered a national treasure of Canada. During the Iroquois/Huron war 
Brébeuf was captured by the Iroquois and ritualistically martyred. Jean de Brébeuf was canonized by Pope Pius 
XI in 1930, and proclaimed one of the patron saints of Canada by Pope Pius XII in 1940. The history of 
European interaction with First Nations (in Canada) and Native Americans (in the U.S.) is an uncomfortable 
and often brutal one. One hope in singing this carol today is that our own faith might be challenged and 
expanded by hearing the gospel story told in unfamiliar imagery. 

 

’Twas in the moon of wintertime when all the birds had fled, 
that mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel choirs instead; 
before their light the stars grew dim, and wond’ring hunters heard the hymn: 
Jesus your King is born! Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 
 
Within a lodge of broken bark the tender babe was found;  
a ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped his beauty round; 
but as the hunter braves drew nigh, the angel song rang loud and high: 
Jesus your King is born! Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 
 
O children of the forest free, O seed of Manitou,  
the holy child of earth and heav’n is born today for you.  
Come kneel before the radiant boy, who brings you beauty, peace, and joy. 
Jesus your King is born! Jesus is born. 

 
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION SUNDAY – Today is one of the most meaningful services of the new 
year when we ordain, install and pray for our new Elders and Deacons. Please welcome those who will serve our 
family of faith in the years ahead. 
 
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN PLANNING MEETING – tonight at 7 pm in the Parlor. You are 
welcome to join in the effort to plan and prepare for 2019’s packing event! Contact Paul Urian with questions: 
umanpaul@me.com. 
 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN   

• Circle 1’s meeting will be held on Tuesday morning, January 15 at 9:30 in the Hospitality Room. 
• Circle 3 will meet on Tuesday morning, January 15 at 10:00 in the Church Parlor. Priscilla Carrington will 

be the Hostess, 215-262-5904. 
• Circle 4 will meet on Monday evening, January 14 at 7:15 in the Hospitality Room.  Sally O'Brien will be 

the Hostess, 856-755-9630. 
 
The PW Coffee Table – Be sure to check out the items on the Coffee table after the Church services.  All 
products are sold through the Presbyterian Coffee Project, which operates in conjunction with Fair Trade/Equal 
Exchange benefiting small-scale farmers here and in other countries. 
 
JANUARY IS A GREAT TIME FOR CHILDREN TO JOIN CHOIR! Children, ages 4 – Grade 2 are invited 
to join us at Wednesday rehearsals: Cherub Choir 3:45 - 4:15 for those age 4 – Kindergarten, and Carol Choir 4:30 
– 5:10 for 1st and 2nd graders. Contact Nancy Ruth Wainwright for more information: nancyruthw@comcast.net 
 
WE WILL HOST THE IHOC MEN IN FEBRUARY! From February 10 to 24, the men from IHOC will be 
our guests. Please set aside some time to help with this important effort. If you can be an overnight host, please 
contact Roy Probst, 856-547-5549. If you can help provide food for meals, please contact Molly Revell,  
856-429-0077. For general questions, contact Ed Hess, 856-428-8598. Join this wonderful project that helps get 
homeless men back on their feet and into productive work! 
 
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY continues to meet every Wednesday morning from 10:30-
11:45am in the Church Parlor. Adults of all Biblical background and experience are welcome to join us! 
 



CHRISTIAN HERITAGE TOPICS, JANUARY 2019, “Jesus of Nazareth/Natzaroth” – The Christian 
Heritage class will meet January in the Hospitality Room on the Ground Floor from 11:25 a.m. (following 
worship) to 12:05 p.m. and will be led by David Stedman. The usual method is PowerPoint lecture. All are 
welcome! 

• January 13: THE JESUS HOUSE AND THE BOYHOOD OF CHRIST. Archaeologists working in Nazareth 
have identified a house dating to the first century that was regarded as the place where Jesus was brought up 
by Mary and Joseph. It is likely the excavators have found the remains of the Church of the Nutrition. The 
artifacts found in the first-century house include broken cooking pots, a spindle whorl (used in spinning 
thread) and limestone vessels suggesting a Jewish family lived in the house. It provides a setting for a 
reconstruction of Jesus’ boyhood. 

• January 20: RABBI JESUS. It seems clear that Jesus was an integral part of the Jewish world of his day, 
making sophisticated contributions to the high level of conversation that was going on among the rabbis of 
his time—and stressing the maximums instead of the minimums needed to follow Torah. The study of Torah 
was not considered onerous legalism—but was thought of as a gift from God that taught people how to live. 
It was more important than prayer, because in praying a person speaks to God, but in Scripture study, God 
speaks to humans. Gifted rabbis, like Jesus, were sought after, as they went from town to town, being 
entertained in homes and teaching in synagogues. In Luke 4:15 Jesus was already invited to teach in 
synagogues before his public ministry began. His scholarship was never in doubt—and his teaching style 
reflected the authority of the author of Scripture itself. 

 
OUR COAT COLLECTION will continue through the winter. We have a special need for children’s coats. Bring 
to donation closet in the Parlor hallway. 
 
SUPPORT FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN – During the month of January the Westmont 
Diner (at the corner of Haddon and Maple Avenues in Westmont) will give a percentage of patrons’ 
bills to FMSC. This contribution will help underwrite the cost of the meals we pack at the 2019 
Mobile Pack. Enjoy a meal out with family and friends. Just tell the cashier when you leave that you 
are supporting FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN. Thank you! 
 
HISTORIC THOUGH WE ARE, FPC IS JOINING THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY – We are updating 
the church’s communications and giving systems. There is already a “give online” function on the homepage of the 
http://www.haddonfield.org website. In addition, it is now possible to open your own church portal to see calendar 
events, update personal information, and check on your giving statement. This is our “soft opening.” Watch for 
more information and more hoopla in the coming months.  
 
MLK PRAYER SERVICE: St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Collingswood, 832 Park Avenue, will host a 
prayer service. “Pray Together, Stay Together” is a prayer vigil to be held on the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
January 21, 2019, at 7:30 pm. as a time to come together to pray for our families, our community, and our nation. Please 
join us and bring a prayer you would like to pray in this space. 
 
ON THE BUS WITH BETSY O’B! – Yes, we’re 
going to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at Doolan’s in 
Spring Lake, NJ on Wednesday, March 13.  The $93 
price includes 1-hour open bar before a full course 
luncheon. Wear your best Irish outfit to win a prize. 
Call me at 856-546-0685 or email me at 
betzb26@gmail.com. Deadline for reservations is 
January 25. 
 We’ll be leaving Ireland in March for England 
in April. If you’re a fan of the TV show, The Crown, 
you’ll want to join me in seeing the costumes from this 
show at Winterthur on April 10 for $99. Includes a 
home and garden tram tour with a full course luncheon 
at Mendenhall Inn. Deadline for reservations is Feb. 1. 

Gratitude Corner 
Thank you to everyone who gave 
so generously at the end of 2018 

and who made generous 
commitments through your 2019 
pledges. We begin this new year 

on a very solid financial 
foundation! 

 



CHURCH OFFICERS 2019
 
 

DEACONS 
 
CLASS OF 2019 
Kendall Annable 
Zach Bissinger 
Lesley Kirsch 
Andy Levering 
Dotti Peatman 
Michele Plunkett 
Andy Reinicker 
Maggie Sell 
Emma Skey 
Lorri Zeiders 
 
CLASS OF 2020 
Val Andrews 
James Brennan-Martin 
Donna George  
Ed Hess 
Janet Shoemaker 
Rebecca Silva de Foote 
Kelly Stout 
Molly Stout 
Denise Wackes 
Mack Wolschina  
 
CLASS OF 2021 
Joanna Carlson  
Dan Cho  
Tina Edmonston  
Lorraine Gormley  
Pete Hurd  
Quint Lerch  
Diane Thorne  
Sara Watson 
Olivia Willison  
Georgia Willison 

 

 
 

ELDERS 
 
CLASS OF 2019 
Clair Blank 
Rita Brown 
Karen Dante 
John Dowd 
Lee Federline 
Craig Huber 
Lisa Hurd 
Bud Miller 
Lindsay Sommers  
 
 
CLASS OF 2020 
Lois Boyce 
Tish Colombi 
Mark Oswald 
Janet Sharke 
Gene Spinelli 
Michelle Taffet 
Elyse Yerrapathruni 
 
 
 
 
CLASS OF 2021 
Bonnie Dewey 
Susan Leach 
Paul Nussbaum 
Katie Polerio 
Warren Pross 
Gerry Rice 
Paul Urian 
Sara Watson 
Betsy Westermaier 
Caroline Yount 
 
Judy Blank, Clerk of Session

 
 


